A Captain's Guide to Smartphone Videography

You don't need a dedicated camera to create fantastic videos for your Topsail.fish charter. Modern smartphones
are incredibly powerful tools for capturing high-quality footage. With a few key accessories, you can turn your
phone into a professional-grade video production powerhouse, perfectly suited for the challenges of filming on
the water.

Here is the essential equipment to pair with your smartphone for creating stunning videos.
1. The Gimbal: For Buttery Smooth Footage

A gimbal is the single most important accessory for achieving a professional look. It mechanically stabilizes
your phone, eliminating the shaky footage that's common on a moving boat and creating smooth, cinematic
shots.

e Top Recommendation: DJI Osmo Mobile 6 - This is the industry leader for a reason. It's incredibly
easy to use, folds down compactly, and features outstanding 3-axis stabilization. Its ActiveTrack 6.0
technology can even keep a moving subject (like an angler reeling in a fish) perfectly framed.

o Amazon Link: DJI Osmo Mobile 6

2. External Microphone: For Crisp, Clear Audio

The number one giveaway of an amateur video is poor audio quality. An external microphone will drastically
improve your sound by focusing on your voice and reducing distracting wind and engine noise.

e Wireless Recommendation (Most Versatile): DJI Mic 2 or Rode Wireless GO II - These wireless
systems are fantastic. Clip the small transmitter onto your shirt (or the captain's), and the receiver plugs
directly into your phone's charging port (be sure to get the correct version for iPhone Lightning or USB-
C). This allows you to move freely while maintaining perfect audio. They come with "deadcat"
windscreens, which are essential for filming on the water.

o Amazon Link (DJI Mic 2): DJI Mic 2
o Amazon Link (Rode Wireless GO II): Rode Wireless GO 11

e Wired "Shotgun'" Mic (Simpler Option): Rode VideoMic Me-L (for iPhone) or Me-C (for USB-
C) - This compact microphone plugs directly into your phone's charging port and provides excellent
directional audio. It comes with a furry windshield to combat wind noise.

o Amazon Link (for iPhone): Rode VideoMic Me-L
o Amazon Link (for USB-C): Rode VideoMic Me-C

3. Mounts & Cages: For Secure and Flexible Setups
You'll need a way to securely mount your phone for hands-free shots, interviews, or different angles.

e The Ultimate All-in-One Solution (Phone Cage): SmallRig Mobile Video Cage - A cage fits around
your smartphone and provides multiple "cold shoe" mounts and 1/4"-20 threads. This allows you to
attach your gimbal, microphone, and lights all at once. It's the most professional and secure way to build
your smartphone rig. (Ensure you get the correct model for your specific phone).

o Amazon Link (Example for iPhone 15 Pro Max): SmallRig Mobile Video Cage

e The Indispensable Clamp: SmallRig Super Clamp with Ball Head Mount - This is a must-have.
This versatile clamp can be securely attached to almost any part of the boat—railings, T-tops, a leaning
post—to provide a stable mounting point for your phone rig.



https://www.google.com/search?q=https://www.amazon.com/DJI-Osmo-Mobile-Stabilizer-ShotGuides/dp/B0B825S2T5
https://www.google.com/search?q=https://www.amazon.com/DJI-Mic-Intelligent-Cancelling-Transmission/dp/B0CL85V5P3
https://www.google.com/search?q=https://www.amazon.com/Rode-Wireless-Go-II-Microphone/dp/B08P2T74M3
https://www.google.com/search?q=https://www.amazon.com/Rode-VideoMic-Me-L-Microphone-iPhone/dp/B07G44B263
https://www.google.com/search?q=https://www.amazon.com/Rode-VideoMic-Me-C-Directional-Microphone/dp/B08FDJ3S22
https://www.google.com/search?q=https://www.amazon.com/SmallRig-Compatible-Horizontal-Cinematic-Videomaking/dp/B0CGM626Y3

o Amazon Link: SmallRig Super Clamp

4. Portable Lighting: For That Professional Glow

Even in bright daylight, a small light can fill in harsh shadows on a person's face caused by the sun or a hat. For
early morning or dusk trips, it's essential.

e Compact & Tough Option: Lume Cube Panel Mini - This small, rechargeable LED light provides
soft, adjustable lighting. It's durable and can be easily mounted onto a phone cage or a small stand.
o Amazon Link: Lume Cube Panel Mini

5. Editing on the Go: User-Friendly Video Apps
The beauty of a smartphone workflow is that you can shoot, edit, and upload all from the same device.

e Top Recommendations (for both iOS and Android):

o CapCut: Incredibly popular and for good reason. It's free, intuitive, and packed with features
like auto-captions, filters, and royalty-free music. Perfect for creating engaging social media
videos quickly.

o DaVinci Resolve for iPad: If you have an iPad, this app offers a surprisingly powerful,
professional-level editing experience that mirrors their desktop software.

o Adobe Premiere Rush: A simplified version of Adobe's professional software. It's very user-

friendly and syncs across devices, allowing you to start on your phone and finish on a computer
if needed.

By combining your smartphone with a gimbal for stability and an external microphone for clear audio, you
already have the foundation for producing incredible video content that will have anglers eager to book their
next trip with a Topsail.fish captain. Of course! You absolutely don't need to buy a separate camera to create
fantastic videos. Modern smartphones are incredibly powerful tools for videography. With a few key
accessories, a captain on Topsail.fish can transform their phone into a professional-grade production
powerhouse, perfect for capturing the action on the water.


https://www.google.com/search?q=https://www.amazon.com/SmallRig-Multi-Functional-Ballhead-Adapter-Ronin-M/dp/B07P2S8J3C
https://www.google.com/search?q=https://www.amazon.com/Lume-Cube-Adjustable-Bi-Color-Rechargeable/dp/B084Z53W49
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